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4. U^CCA. 


CLASSm 

[See GoTenunmt of Indie, Home Depaximent, 

I._Those monuments which, from their present condition and historical or 
II. — Those monuments which it is now only possible or desirable to save 
the exclusion of water from the walls, and the 1^6. 
ni.— Those monuments which, feom their advanced stage of decay or 

I. (o) and II (a). — ^Monuments in the possesmon or charge of Government, 
conservation. 

I. (i) and II (5). — ^Monuments in the piossession or charge of private 

• (1) DACCA 


No. 


1 


1 


2 


District. 

Localitj. 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Dacca 

Dacca 

Ldlbdgh Fort 

This commenced in 1678 by Sult^ Muham- 

mad Azam^ third son of Aurangzeb, but was never 
finished. 

The old gateways and battlements still remain. 
They form a very picturesque feature in the land- 
scape when viewed from the river which washes one 
solid bastion. 



Bibi Peri’s 

Mausoleum. 

Situated within the Lflb&gh enclosure. It was 
erected towards the end of the 17th century by 
Nawab Shaista Eb^n, successor of Sultan Muham- 
mad Azam, in memoi^ of the Nawab’s daughter, 
Bibi Peri, wife of Muhammad Azam. 

1 



The tomb lies within a building which has a vaulted 
roof of sandstone slabs, and an ornamented floor of 
marble and basalt; its walls are of brick faced 
inside with marble. The central dome is protected 
outside by a covering of sheet copper- The build- 
ing is one of architectural importenoe and is unique 
in Lower Bengal. 




There is a two-storied building in the middle of the 
L^lbdgh Fort, apparently of ancient date. It has 
stone pillars and vaulted roof. 

Do. 

Do. 

Husseni Dalan 
Palace. 

It is said to have been built by Meer Merad, Super- 
intendent of PubKo Buildings, in the time of 
Sult4n Muhammad Azam. 



Tomb of Nawab 
Nasarat-jan^. 

Tomb of Nawab 
Samsadwala. 

Tomb of Naw^ 
Kamaradawa- 
la, son of the 
former. i 

Tomb of Naw^ 
Gaziuddin 
Hyder, son of 
the f Drmer. 

j 

These Nawabs died in the beginning of the 19th 
^ centuiy. Their graves lie in one building 
situat^ within the compound of the Husseni 
Dalan. They have no inscriptions. 








DrVISION. 


CATION. 

Besolution No. 3 — ^168—83, dated 26th November 1883.] 

archaBological value, ought to be maintained in permanent good repair. 

from further decay by such minor measures as the eradication of vegetation, 

comparative unimportance, it is impossible or unnecessary to preserve — 

or in respect of which Government must undertake the cost of all measures of 

bodies or individuals. 

DISTEICT. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi- 

cation. 

Eemarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Used as a Police Thana 

The old gateways and battlements 
are in bad condition, being 
overgrown with jungle and 
trees and much affected by the 
action of saltpetre. They need 
preservation and require urgent 
repair. 

iia 

Seepages 127 to 131 of Vol. 
XV of the Arohasologioal 
Survey Reports. 

See alw pages 66-67 of 
Hunter’s Statistical Account 
of the Dacca district. 

Bishop Heber visited Dacca in 
July 1824. 


W eU worthy of preservation. 
Some repairs are needed to it, 
which should be carried out. 

ia 

Is now occupied by the Police 
Department as a than4. 

Is in good condition, being main- 
tained by the Public Works ’ 
Department. 

\ 

ia 


Used for religious ceremonies, 
especially in the Muharram. 
Government assumed charge 
of it, which has been dele- 
gated to Nawab AshannuUah, 
to whom Government 
pays an annual grant, which 
the Nawab largely supple- 
ments from his private funds. 

Is in course of thorough reno- 
vation by the Nawab of Dacca 
from the Government grant 
supplemented by himself. 

ia 


These tombs are under the 
custody of Nawab Ashannul- 
lah, G.I.E. 

The building is in good condi- 
tion and is maintained and 
repaired at the expense of 
Government, through Nawab 
AshannuUah, c.i.e., to whom an 
annual grant, dating from 
before British times, is conti- 
nued by Government. 

ia 
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(1) DACCA 


^ 0 . 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


4 


T' 

The c h ak 
(market place) 


Dacca 


Dacca 


History or tradition r^arding the monument. 


6 


The chief market place of Dacca ; is snrronnded by a 
low endosore wtuL There is a mammoth cannon 
in the centre of very great antiqnily raised npon a 
masonry pedestal. 


4 


Do. 


Do. 


5 


Do. 


Do. 


Idgah of Mir 
Abdul K^sim. 




This is a lofty masonry wall with prayer niches stand- 
ing on the western part of the town near the^ Pfl- 
kh&na. It was bimt in 1640 by Mir Abdul 
Easiin, household Diwan of Soltto SujaL 


Ghreat Eatra 
(caravanse- 
rai). 




This was built hy Mir Abdul K^sim Ehin under 
the orders of the Prince Azimushan during the 
latter’s Viceroyalty of Bengal in the year 1645 AJ). 
It is said that it was intended for travellers and 
was to serve the purpose of a caravanserai. It is a 
building of enormous massiveness and soKdify) and 
will not rapidly fall into decay. The building from 
its dimensions looks imposing from the riv^; the 
main gateway facing the river is picturesque. On 
its completion the Prince inspect^ it, but did not 
like it, and gave it to Mir Ahdnl K&dm. 


6 Do. 


7 Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


Small Katra 
(caravanserai). 


Temple of 
Dh^ke^vari. 


> 


This was built by Amirul Omiah, Nawab Shoisti 
£h4n, on his succeeding prince Azimushan as 
Viceroy of Bengal. It is said that it was intended 
for a caravanserai and was built some years 
after the great Eatra, but the exact year is not 
known. It looks well from the river having one 
fine doorway facing in that direction. 

A Hindu temple, of considerable celebrity, sacred 
to the goddess of Dacca (Dh&ke^vari). T^ is the 
temple of the tutelary deity of Dacca, and is ac- 
cording to the local ^adition very ancient. 


8 


Do. 


Ditto 

(Shahbag, a 
Park of the 
Nawab’s north 
of Dacca.) 


Tomb 




This is an old tomb in a park belonging to Nawab 
AshanuUah, c.i.e., of Dacca. Nothing is known 
about the history of the tomb or the person 
interred within it. The building which contains the 
tomb is a quadrangular hall on a low plinth, with 
the grave in its centre built in masonry. The hall 
measures 26' x 18' and is open on all sides and sup- 
ported by rectaimular pillars spanned by semi- 
circular arches. The hall is roof^ over by a vault 
with a small rise, so that the building looks flat- 
roofed from outside. The whole outer face of the 
bTiilding is covered with ornamental work in 
plaster. 


9 


Do. 


Dacca (Bamii^) 


Mosque of H^ji 
E a h } e h 
Shahabag. 


This mosque is said to have been built 200 years 
ago by Haii Eahjeh Shahabag, a merchant of 
Eashmir. It is said that he originally came 
from that place and settled in the town of Daoca, 
where he prospered in trade. The mosque, which 
stands on the 8.-W. of Eamnfi, is a quadran g ular 
building of brick masonry 67'x26' on the out- 
side, roofed over with three domes, and ornament- 
ed at the comers with eight minarets, which are 
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DISTEICT— 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi- 

cation. 

Bemabics. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Market is held every afternoon 
within the enclosure. 

The wall is in a bad state of 
repair. 

iii 

V. 

In custody of the local Muham- 
madans. Still used for reli- 
gious ceremonies during the 
Id festival. 

It requires repairs 

lb 


Li private hands; pretty well 
looked after. 

Nearly if not quite intact and 
not likely easily to fall into 
decay. 

nb 


It is in private hands and is 
pretty well looked after. 

It is substantial and not likely 
easily to fall into decay. 

iiS 



Has been lately repaired and is 
in good condition, tbe recent 
repairshaving greatly improved ; 
its state. 

ih 


In custody of Nawab 

Good. The Nawab has lately 
repaired it. 

iifi 

i 


j 

It is under the custody of Jaga 
Sbah Sdheb of Muhalla Beoba- 
rfim Dewri, Dacca, who looks 
after the mosque and provides 
it with lights and mats. It is 
still used as a place of wor* 
ship. 

The plaster and the ornamental 
work have decayed, and vegeta- 
tion and trees have grown over 
the building. To carry out 
thorough repairs a sum of 
Es. 1,000 is needed. 

iii 



0 
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No. 

District. 

Locality. 

1 

Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

1 

2 

3 

0 

4 

5 




Tomb of H4ji 
K a h j e h 
Shahabag. 

1 

mostly broken. The outside course of the plinth 
at the level of the floor is built of long blocks of 
basalt, carved in ihe shape of a neat fringe. The 
door frames are also of basalt. There are three 
doors on the eastern, t. a., the front, side of the mosque 
and one each on the north and the south sides. 
The door openings have neat pointed arches. The 
masonry of the whole structure, though very old, is 
strong. 

Attached to the mosque and close to it lies the tomb 
of its founder, Hdji Xahjeh Shahabag. It is said 
that the mosque and the tomb were built at one 
and the same time by their founder, and that after 
his death his body was interred within the tomb. 
The building which contains the tomb is a square 
one measuring 26^ outside and surmounted by a 
single dome and four minarets. 

10 

Dacca 

Dacca (Thatari 
Bazar). 

> 

Temples of 

Jajakali and 
Siva. 

These temples are of considerable celebrity. The centre 
temple is a small terrace-roofed buil^g 22' x 20' 
dedicated to the God Siva with two large temples on 
each side. In it is the image of the goddess Kali, 
a very fine specimen of sculpture in stone. Of the 
side temples the western one is a “ Faucharatna,’^ or 
a temple with five towers, of which the centre one 
is about 50 feet high, with side ones of a smaller 
height. The eastern temple stands on a base 12 feet 
square and rises in a single spire to a height of 
about 70 feet, and it can be seen from a great dis- 
tance. The temples are of very solid construction, 
and ornamented outside with carved work in brick 
and plaster. They are about 200 years old. There 
stood close by an older temple called “Navaratna,” 
which was 250 years old and which collapsed about 
12 years ago. The railway line now runs close in 
front of the temples which stand up picturesquely 
as viewed from the train. 

11 

Do. 

Ditto (Armenian 
Street.) 

Armenian 
Church of the 
Holy Eesur- 
rection. 

In the early part of the eighteenth century, the 
Armenians settled at Dacca in Eastern Bengal and 
formed a colony there, when it was one of the im- 
portant commercial centres in Bengal. There th^ 
flourished in commercial pursuits for a consider- 
able time, and amassed great riches. At first they 
built a small chapel, where they worshipped prior 
to the erection of the present church, and they 
lie buried in the cemetery at Tejgaon, where many 
an old tombstone with Armenian inscriptions can 
be seen. 

1 

t 




The oldest is to the memory of one Avetis, an 
Armenian merchant, who had died at Daoca on 
15th August 1714. 

In 1781 the growing community erected the pre- 
sent Annenian church at Dacca in the loci^y 
known as Armanitola (Armenian Street) and 
dedicated it to the ‘‘Holy Resurrection.^’ 

The ground was tbe gift of Agah Catchick Minas, 
and on it stood the small chapel alre6uly referred to. 
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DISTSIGT — eontimed. 


Custody or present nse. 

I^ent state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Glassifi- 

cation. 

Eemakks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

In custody of the local Muham- 
madans. 

t 

The building which contains the 
tomb is much overgrown with 
trees and damaged in many 
places. The vestibule, which 
Wl a fine gabled arch of brick 
masonry, has fallen in. The ne- 
cessary repairs can be carried 
out at a cost of Es* 500. 



The temples are resorted to by 
large numbers of people as a 
place of worship. There was 
once some landed property 
attached to them, but it has 
now been alienated for want 
of proper deed of gift* 

The temples are very old and are 
overgrown with vegetation and 
trees. If the jungle were era- 
dicated, the plaster renewed and 
the walls whitewashed, they 
would last for a long while. 
The cost of such repairs may be 
estimated at about 500 rupees, 
which it is not in the power of 
the present custodian of the 
temples to defray. 

ii6 

- 

In nse as a chnroh, and is in the 
custody of a warden. 

1 

In good order 


See pages 151-152 of the His- 
tory of the Armenians in 
India by Mesrovb J. Seth, 
Armenian Examiner to the 
University of Calcutta. 


c 
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No. 

District. 

I^Dcality. 

Name of 
monument. 

ESstoTy or tradition regarding the monnment. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

12 

! 

i 

! 

j 

i 

Dacca ... 1 

1 

Dacca (Cemetery) 

1 

Tomb of 

0 0 1 0 m b 0 
Sabeb. 

1 

! 

In the early part of the present century the most 
eminent Annenian merchant and zeminds^ of Dacca 
'was the famous Agah Axratoon Michael, who died 
a millionaire in lo24. The founder of the Dacca 
Fogose Sdiool, Mr. Nicholas Pogose, was another 
rich Armenian zemindar of Dacca. That once- 
flourishing colony is reduced to a few families 
only, as in the case of Bombay and Madras, l^e 
diurch contains some ancient inscriptions. . 

There is an unfinished dock tower on the west 
of the Armenian church, under which are the 
graves of Hiripsimiah, who died on 15th February 
1837, and of her husband Johanness Garrapiet 
Sarkies, who died 25th January 1854. Alter his 
wife’s death, Mr. Sarkis erected in July 1837 
a tower of small height upon the present base 
with a large bell. The beU broke in 1860 or 
1861 ; Mr. Sarkies then had the bell tower broken 
down, indented for a lar^e dock from Eng- 
land, and commenced building .the present clock 
tower over the old walls of Ihebell tower. The 
work was delayed owing to mismanagement till 
Mr. Sarkies lost his reason, and subsequently died. 
The clock with his other properties was sold ofi 
after his death; the tower is still standing in an 
unfinished state. Though not of any antiquity, it 
is a conspicuous and interesting object in Dacca. 
Proposals are on foot for its completion hy the 
Armenian residents of the place. 

This is a lofty mausoleum situated near the tomb of 
the Joseph Paget, and is an octagonal building 
with a dome on the top. The inside measurement 
of each of the sides of the octagonal base is 
5'-6". The height from floor to the highest point 
of the ceiling of the dome is about 40 feet, and the 
total height from the base to the ridge is about 46'. 
The structure is divided into three' stages. The 
first or lower portion is 14 feet in height from the 
plinth. There are four doorways in it, each mea- 
suring 2'-8'^ by 6'-0^ ; there are also recesses on the 
remaining four sides measuring 4'-6^ by 12'-0*. 
There is on ordinary simple comice on top of the first 
stage. The second or middle stage is also about 14' 
in height, and there are eight windows, one on each 
side, measuring 3'-6^ by 8'-0''; these are fitted up 
with ornamental earthenware louvre work. There 
is a comice on top of this stage like the one described 
for the first stage. The last stage or the top 
portion is a dome or cupola 12 feet in height. At 
each comer of the octagon there is an octagonal 
pillar on the outside surmounted by a vase like that 
generally to be found in Muhammadan mosques. 
There are also four pillars on the four comers of 
the circumscribed square, and these look like ordi- 
nary buttresses. There are three graves inside the 
structure without any inscriptions. 
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DISTEICT — continued. 


Custody or present use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi- 

cation. 

Bemarks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

- 

It is overgrown with trees and 
has cracked in some places. 




The btiildiiig is in the charge 
of the Public Works Depart- 
ment. 


In good order 


la 


See page 199 of Yol. I of 
Bishop Heber’s J oumals : 
London, 1828. 
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a) DAOOA 


liOcaHty. 

Name of 
monameat. 

History or tradition regarding the nunrament. 

3 

4 

5 


Dacca 


F4gli bridge... On the 5th mile of the DaocarN&riyangahj road, 
I TOohably erected by Mir Jmnb, who became 

I viceroy of the Dacxsa proviace in 1660. 


Do. ••• Tongi bridge... On the 14th mile of the Daooa-Mymensingh road. 

Probably erected by the same Viceroy as the above, 
the style of architecture being very similar. The 
bridge was blown up by order of the Magistrate 
of Dacca during the Mutiny. An engraving in 
Sir G. D’Oyly’s Buins of Dacca shows that one 
arch had f^en in many years before. A new 
iron bridge was built, but was carried away by the 
^ extraordinary high flood of 1890. 

Kerdnigahj (6 The Sat Qomal This mosque is situated on the extreme edge of very 
miles west of mosque. high land on the borders of a deep and large 

Dacca). swamp and is very picturesque. Strong revetment 

walls support the mosque on the we^ side, «>., 
towards the swamp. There is a small enclosed 
courtyard in front of it, but the enclosure walls 
have fallen down, and the gateway is in ruins. 
There are other minor mosques and tombs in the 
vicinity, but they are in ruins and without any 
inscriptions, and no history of them can be traced. 

No history can either be traced showing the age or 
the founder of the S4t GK)mal Mosque; there is no 
stone inscription or anything connected with the 
mosque which might rive a due to its histoiy. The 
Mollah says that there was an engraved stone 
built over the central doorway of the mosque, but 
that when it was neglected and overgrown with 
jungle the stone was detached from the building and 
taken away by mischievous persons. 

Themasjid is an oblong hall 48'xl6' feet inside 
measurement with four hollow, octagonal towers of 
8' inside and 12' outside measurement. These are 
in two stories and are surmounted each by a dome. 
The main hall is also roofed over by three domes in 
the usual mosque fashion, and these three domes with 
the four others on the comer towers make in all 
seven in number, which give rise to the name of Sat 
Gomal Masjid, or the mosque of 7 domes. The 
building is ornamented both inside and outside 
with innumerable niches and recesses. 


Mirpur, thani 
i Kerdmganj. 


Tomb of Shah About 8 miles to the north-west of the town of Dacca, 
AH Sdheb. near the large village of Mirpur stands the Dargi 
or the Mausoleum of the saint Shah AH Sdheb. It 
is a square building 36 feet outside measuremnt 
and about the same in height with walls 7 feet thick 
and contains the tomb of the saint in its centre. 
The walls are surmounted by a single large tower 
with four smaH minarets at its comers Over the 
central doorway are two stone inscriptions, one in 
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DISTRICT — continued. 


Gnstody or present use. 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 


Classifi* 

cation. 


Remarks. 



Abandoned, anew bridge having The bridge is in a dilapidated 
been erect^ about 50 feet ea^ condition ; the turrets which 
of it. flanked it still stand on the 

banks. A very picturesque 


See page 202 of VoL I of 
Bishop Heberts Journals : 
London, 1828. 


Abandoned 


Remnants of the old structure are 
still standing. 


See footnote on pa^ 121 of 
Hunter’s Statistic^ Account 
of the Dacca district. 


Under the charge of the local 
Muhammadans. 


It was thoroughly reclaimed 
and repaired by Nawab Sir 
Abdul Ghinny, k.c.s.t., about 
eight years ago, and it stands in 
every respect a practically new 
building. He also pays a 
monthly donation towards the 
maintenance of a priest who 
enjoys the produce of a piece 
of rent-free land of about 12 
pahhis in area. 


It is still used as a place of 
worship, not only by the local 
MnhftTnTnA.dftTia j but by thoso 
coming from distant places. 


The Darga is in good repair and 
is patronized by Nawab Sir 
Abdul Ghinny, k.c.s.i., who 
has but lately added a mosque 
for prayers, a small building for 
itinerant fakirs” or Muham- 
madan devotees and cm enclosed 
building for the use of zanana 
ladies coming to offer their 
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No. Difltriot. Locality. 



Name of 
monument. 

History or tradition regarding the monument. 

4 

5 


Tughra Arabic and the other in ornamental Persian 
character. Ink impressions of both these inscrip* 
tions have been sent to the Govemment Epigra- 
phist. Nothing very particular is known in the 
neighbourhood about the saint. The current tradi- 
tion is that about 400 years ago Shah Ali, a prince ! 
of Bagdad, having renounced the pleasures of the 
world, came with four disciples and lived in a small 
mosque at this place. He ordered his disciples not 
to disturb him in his devotions for 18 months and 
shut himself up in the mosque for the performance 
of penances without any food or refreshments. The 
time passed, and when only one day remained the 
curiosity of the disciples was excited by a noise within 
as if of some liquid boiling over a fire. They forced 
open the door and found nothing remaining of the 
saint except a pool of boiling blood. They re- 
mained transfixed when an aerial voice in the tones 
of the saint ordered them to inter the blood as hie 
remains at the spot, which they did. The place 
became famous for its sanctity, and ever since pil- 
gri^ have been flocking in large numbers to offer 
their prayers before the tomb. Some time after his 
interment an unknown merchant, who made large 
profits in his business in the neighbourhood, attri- 
buting his fortunes to the me^ation of the saint, 
built this present Dargd or Mausoleum on the 
spot. 


17 Dacca 


^ I 

Noliganj (Nar6- Kadam Easul 
yanganj). Fort and 

mosque. 


This fort is traditionally supposed to contain a print 
of the prophet^s foot, hence the name. The mosque 
said to contain the footprint is in fair condition. 
The two-storeyed gateway facing the river is a 
striking building. 


18 Do. 


HdjigaiiJ ... Fort 


This fort was erected by the Viceroy, Mir Jumla, to 
resist the incursions of the Mughs and Arakanese. 


19 Do. 


Munshiganj 


This fort was built during the time of the Emperor 
Aurapgzeb for protecting the country from the 
invasion of the Burmese. Within the enclosure 
wall are situated the residence of the Subdivisional 
OflScer of Munshiganj and the lock-up, the first of ^ 
I which is built upon the top of the chief bastion. 


20 Do. Sonakhanda ... Fort mins 


This fort is situated at the junction of the > 
Lakhya and Dhalesvari rivers. It stands opposite 
Narayanganj on the east side of the Lakhya river. 
It is one of the three forts built for the puip<^ of 
repelling the invasions of the Mughs and Arakanese. 
It is a level quadrangular space measuring 296' X 
190' surrounded by a wall of brickwork 10 feet in 
height with inner and intermediate bastions and 
a raised outwork on the western face. The wall is 
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DISTEIOT— 


( 13 ) 


Custody or present use. 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 



prayers at the Darg-^. He 
also keeps up a garden and a 
small ta^ in connection with 
the Dargd, pays for a perma* 
nent gu^, and offers regular 
donations for the festival oooa- 
sioDs. He has also constructed 
two roads, one leading from the 
Juspar river and the other from 
the Daooa-Goalundo road to the 
Darg&, and has thus made the 
place formerly embedded in 
jungle accessible both by land 
and water. 


It is under the custody of Qo- 
vemment. 


Glassifi- 

cation. 


In private hands and much fre- Is in good order, having been 
qnented by the Muhammadans lately thoroughly renovated, 
of the district. The surrounding walls are dila- 

pidated, but of no interest. 


Belongs to Nawab AshanuUah, The exterior walls of the fort 
C.I.B. Has been utilized by and a bastion are standing, 
the Nawab as fhe basis of a 
new building 


The enclosure wall and five bas- 
tions are still standing. These 
are in bad condition and are 
overgrown with trees and 
jungle and need repair, the 
cost of which will be about 
Es. 1,000. 

Is^ in private hands and is the In a totally ruined state, being 
joint property of the local overgrown with pipul trees. 


zamindars. 


The outwork in the front is in 
a ruined condition, and the 
conservation of the structure 
is impossible. 
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(1) SAOOl. 


District, 


Locality. 


Name of 
monument. 


History or tradition regarding the monument* 


I Dacca 


Son^rgaon ( 
Suw^grdm. 


I loop-holed for 3 feet from the top, the bottom being | 
built solid. It is only 3 J feet thick, and though i 
standing for the most part, it is in a totally ruined | 
state, c^ing overgrown with pipul trees. The 
Lakhya river must at one time have flowed by the 
foot of the fort, but it is now about 300 feet distant. 

This is in the N4r£yanganj subdivision. It was the 
capital of a Hindu principality anterior to the | 
invasion of Muhammad Bakhtiyar Ehiliji, a.I). | 
1203. Coins have been discovered on which 
Sonirgaon is designated ^^Hazrati Jalal,’^ a 
title afterwards given to Mozimabdd, which was 
made the mint city. During the 15th and part of 
the 16th centuries, Sonargaon was the capital of an 
independent monarchy. About the 16th century, 
the city swarmed with pirs, fakirs, and other 
religious mendicants to a greater extent than perhaps 
any other Indian city. Amidst the ruins and fore^ 
of modern Sonargaon it is said that at least 150 
gaddis ’’ of fakirs are distinguishable. 

The following is a description of the old buildings of 
Sonargaon. 


21 Do. 


Ditto ••• ! 

(S.-W. of Mo- 
bulla Baghal- 
pur.) I 


Tombs of five 
Pirs (saints). 


22 1 Do. 


Tomb of Ghyas- 
uddin Azam 
Shah. 


The sepulchres of the five pirs are placed parallel to 
one another, and are raised about four feet from the 
ground. The river Brahmaputra must in former 
days have flowed past them. It was at one time 
intended to cover the tombs vrith a roof, but the 
pillars were never raised more than a few feet, j 
The age of these graves, the names of the holy men, , 
and the country whence they came are unknown. | 
The belief is that they came from the west. At the ' 
south-west comer of the enclosure is a small un- 
interesting mosque, which, like the tombs, is rapid- | 
ly falling into ruins. 

This darg^ is considered so sacred that even Hindus 
saldm as they pass, and Muhammadan pilgrims 
resort to it from great distances. There are only 
two other shrines to which Muhammadans make I 
pilgrimages in Eastern Bengal, — one is the tomb 
of Shah Ali Shahib at Mirpur, a few miles north- 
west of Dacca ; the other is the darga of Pir 
Badar Auliga, at Chittagong. The latter is the 
patron saint of all Hindu and Muhammadan boat- 
men and fishermen in Eastern Bengal. 

About five hundred yards south-east of the above 
darga, on the edge of a filthy trench called ‘Magh 
Djghi ’ is the so-called tomb of Ghyasuddin 
Shah, King of Bengal, and correspondent of the poet 
Hafiz. This mausoleum formerly consisted of a pon- 
derous stone surrounded by pillars about five feet 
in height. The stones are all beautifully carved, 
and the comers of the slabs and the arabesque 
tracery are as perfect as on the day they left 
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For account of the ruins of 
So^drgaon, — see _page8 135 
to 139 of VoL XV of the 
Archaeological Survey Be- 
ports. 


In a ruinous state. The wall 
surrounding the enclosure has 
fallen down in places, and 
several large jungle trees grow 
close to the tombs, and will 
ultimately destroy them. 

iii 

For an account of these tombs, 
&o., see pages 139 to 145 of 
VoL XV of the Archaeologi- 
cal Survey Beports. 

Abandoned 

The tomb has fallen to pieces. 
The iron clamps that bound the 
slabs together have rusted, and 
the roote of trees have under- 
mined the massive stones, some 
of which are missing. Oon- 
servation desirable. The Col- j 
lector will see if a subscription 
can be raised for its restoration. 

1 

1 

ia 

j 

1 

i 
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23 

i 

1 

Dacca 

1 

i 

1 

1 

Maghrapara, 

Sonargaon. 

1 

1 

i 

i 

_ 

Damdama Fort 

> 

Tomb of Mun- 
na Shah Dar- 
vesL 

Tomb of Sheik 
M 0 h amed 
Yasuf (Hafiz 
Saheb)* 

the workman’s hands. The stones are hard, almost 
black, basalt. 

At the head is a prostrate sandstone pillar half bniied 
in earth. It was apparently used, when erect, as a 
cher&kd&n^ or stand for a light. 

This tomb ought to be repaired, and the cost of 
doing so would be inconsiderable. There is no old 
building in Eastern Bengal which gives a better 
idea of Muhammadan ta^, and there is none 
which, when properly repaired, would so long defy 
the ravages of time. The Muhammadans of Sonar- 
gaon are too poor to reconstruct it themselves. They 
take great pride in showing it, although they know 
nothing about; it but the name of the Sultin who 
is supposed to be buried there, and they take every 
care that none of the stones are carried ofi^. It is 
said that some of the stones were stolen at one time, 
and the offender was detected and punished witJx 
imprisonment. 

The village of Maghrapara is considered by the 
natives of Sonargaon to be the site of the ancient 
city. It has in its immediate neighbourhood sevehd 
undoubtedly old buildings, and within a short dis- 
tance is an eminence, which still bears the name of 
‘‘Damdam4” or fort. This mound, which has a 
magnificent tamarind-tree growing on its top, is 
circular, but no traces of fortifications are visible. 
It was used for many years by the Muham- 
madans as their Asharkhdnd during the Muharram. 
On the tenth day all the garlands and ornaments 
that were made in place of taziyas were here col- 
lected to be admired by the people ; the practice has 
died out, as the local Muhammadans have since be- 
came Ferazis or non-idolaters. 

In the small market village of Maghr4p4r4 is the 
tomb of Munna Shah Darvesh. At the foot a light 
is always burned at night, and every orthodox 
Muhammadan, as he passes the tomb, stops and 
mutters a prayer. This saint, about whom nothing 
is known, is said to have lived at the same time 

! as the more famous pir whose tomb stands a 
little to the north. 

This latter is called the dargd of Sheik Mohamed 
Tdsuf. It contains the tombs of the saint, of his 
son, and of his wife. It consists of two elong- 
ated dome-roofed buildings, each surmounted by 
two pinnacles or kalas said to have been covered 
with gold, of which no trace remams. 

71i 666 toiDl)s AT© dostitut© of Any ornAniGnt insido. 
They at© kept Bcrupulously clean, and are covered 
with sheets. When a raiyat hasreaped an unusnally 
abundant harvest, he presents a few bundles of 
ripe rice at the tomb in token of gratitude. If 
any calamity, such as the illness of a member of his 
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family, is threatening, he brings rice or b4tis&, and 
prays the saint to av^ the affliction- ^ Hindus are 
as confident of the efficacy of this propitiatory offer- 
ing, and as frequentiy employ it, as the Muham- 
madans. 

Mosque of Close to the tombs is a modem masjid,yrith a khutbd, 
Mohamed or inscription, dated A.H. 1112. It was.proba- 

Tasuf . bly erected by prr Mohamed Yasuf. Facing &e 

mosque is a small graveyard enclosed by a brick 
wall. The graves are numerous, but none are of 
any importance. Inserted in the wall of the 
enclosure at the left hand side of the entrance, is 
a large black stone, measuring two feet by one 
and a half which most probably belong^ to the 
original or older mosque. The natives believe that 
if a person has lost any property, he has only to put 
a coating of lime on this stone, and he will 
infallibly get the property back. ^ It was covered 
with a coa^g of lune when examined in May and 
June 1895. 

On scraping off the plaster a beautiful Tughra in- 
scription was found, with the name Jalaluddin 
Fateh Shah, A.H. 889. This is said to be the 
oldest inscription discovered in the Dacca distriot, 
with the exception of the one in £4h4 Adam’s 
Mosque in Bampal in Bikrampur, which bears 
the date A.H. 888. 

Close to the tomb of Mohamed Yasuf is a ruined 
gateway, called the nanbatkhand, where mosioal 
instruments were sounded morning and evening, to 
I announce to travellers and fakirs that a place of 

I shelter was at hand. At the back of the modem 

mosque are the ruins of a house called the tahbise or 
treasury, where feasts were given by the Superin- 
tendent or mutawalli of the mosque. Still further 
to the north-west are the ruins of the^ dwellings of 
the Khwandhars. It is only within late years 
that this building, which had an upper room at 
^ each end, has become nninhabitable. The last re- 
i sidents taught boys to recite the Koran. 

Maghrap^rd, Tomb of Shah In the mahalla north of Maghrap4ra, called Q-ohatta, 
Sondrgaon. Abdul Ala. is the tomb of a very celebrated pir, known as Shah 

Abdul Ala, alias Fonkai Diwanah. It is narrated 
that he retired to the forest, where he sat for twelve 
years so absorbed in his devotions that he was un- 
conscious of the lapse of time. When found, the had 
to be dug out of the mound which the white ants 
ijpoka) had raised around him, and which reached 
to his neck. This pir must have died near the 
end of the last century, as persons now living 
knew his son, Shah Imam Bukhsb, a/maChnluMeah. 
Father and son He buried close together. At the 
head of the grave of the former is placed the stone 
lattice on which he spent his . twelve years . of 
meditation. The tombs are otherwise of no interest. 
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Abandoned 


Exploration desirable 


m 
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25 Dacca 


26 Do. 


Maghr&para Tasuffganj 
Son^gaon. Mosque. 


Habibpur, Sonir- Tomb of P4gla 
gaon. Saheb. 


27 Do. 


Sadipur, So^r- Garibulla^s 
gaon. Mosque. 


They are merely heaps of mud kept carefully 
clean and covered over with a grass thatch. 

In the same quarter a very large mosque formerly 
stood, which fell into ruins, when the proprietor sold 
the bricks to the Hindus of Ndr^yanganj. Muham- 
madans extenuate this ofienoe by asserting that the 
proprietor, who was a pensioned Deputy Magistrate 
was insane when he did it. Hven the foundations 
have been dug up. It is said that the walls were 
8 feet thick, and ^at the interior of the mosque 
was ornamented with carved bricks. 

On the roadside, east of Maghrdpard, is a small 
mosque called the YasuSgahj Masjid. It is a very 
old one. The walls are nearly 6 feet thick, and 
this thickness combined with the strength of the 
masonry has kept the mosque still standing. 

j 

Seyond the village of Habibpur, on the right hand 
side of the district road, is the tomb of ^‘Pagla 
Saheb.” It is an old insignificant building. Yarious 
stories are told of the reason why this pir received 
such a singnlar name. One is that he became 
light-headed, from the intensity of his devotions. 
Mother, that he was a great thief-catcher, who 
nailed every thief he caught to a wall, and then 
beheaded him. Having strung several heads to- 
gether, he threw them into an adjoining khal, 
which has ever since been known as the *^munda 
mala,” necklace of heads. This tomb is so 
venerated that parents, Hindu and Muhammadan, 
offer at it the ^^choti” or queue of their children 
when dangerously ill. 

This is situated on an elevated mound surrounded by 
a moat in the village of Sadipur about half a 
mile north-east of Maghrapara in the Sonargaon 
pargana. It was erected by Sheikh Garibulla, 
formerly an examiner of cloth, to the East India 
Company. It bears the date A. H. 1182. Its 
pinnacles are made of glazed pottery, but the 
building generally is plain, and devoid of interest. 


I 
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Abandoned 


In ruins 


Rapidly going to pieces. The 
dome is covered with pipal 
trees, the roots of which have 
penetrated into the masonry. 


Overgrown with vegetation and 
trees, and falling into decay. 


Under the custody of Amir 
Uossein Mir, an inhabitant 
of Barsechinish, a neighbour- 
I ing village, who states that his 
forefather, Sheikh Garibulla, 
constructed this mosque. 


Although it stands as a witness 
to the neat, fine, and durable 
workmanship of old days it is 
in bad condition and needs re- 
pairs. It has lost its parapet, 
cornices, and the top part of the 
four pillars at its four comers 
with the ornamental work there- 
on. Deep-rooted pipul trees 
have grown into the walls and 
the roof. The plaster of the 
lower parts of the wall has 
also fallen to the height of 
about b* to 7' from the 
plinth level. The mosque does I 
not seem to have received 
any repairs since its construc- 
tion. The cost of these re- 
pairs roughly estimated will 
come to about Rs. 250. Nawab 
AshannuUah has recently pro- 
vided this amount, and the 
District Engineer will have 
the work done shortly. 
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28 Dacca 


Paimaiii^ So^r- Diilalpur Bridge This is a fine Mnliammadan bridge over a kbil 
gaon. on a village road connecting Fannam with the 

district road from Hajiganj to Byda Bazar. It has 
three arches, the middle arch is higher than those 
at the sides and is intended for the passe^e of boats. 
The bridge is very old. The roadway is very 
steep and is formed of bricks oironlarly arranged. 

There is also a smaller bridge leading from the { 
same road over a branch kh&l to the main street of 
Fannam village. The roadway of this bridge is , 
also formed of bricks arranged oironlarly and I 
kept in place by several large pillars of basalt 
laid fiat at the toe or end of the arcbes. This 
bridge has towers at its sid^ which originally ' 
flanked a gate-way. | 


29 Do. 


30 I Do. 


Aminpnr, Son^- Eesidence ... In Aminpur lie the ruins of the abode of the 
gaon. royal karori, or tax-gatherer. like all old mins, 

they are said to contain fabnlons treasures pro- 
tected by numerous snakes. A d^oendant of this 
family whose name is K6U Prasad Kiarori 
still resides in the neighbourhood ; close to his 
residence are the ruins of an old Hindu building, 
the only one existing in Sonirgaon. It is oall^ 
Jhikoti, and is a building having an elongated 
domed roof formed of concrete and walls pierced 
with numerous openings. It was formerly used 
^ for religious purposes. 

Goaldi, Sorn^gaon Abdul Hamid’s This is a comparatively modem stmotore. Its kitaba 
mosque. bears the date A. H. 1116. 


31 Do. 


Ditto, ditto . . . Mosque 


About a hundred yards to the south of the above is 
the oldest mosque in Son&rgaon. The residents 
call this old mosque purdna or old mosque. Its 
kitaba has fallen out, but has been careMly pre- 
served in the interior. On this stone is inscribed the 
name of Alauddin Husain Shah, A. H. 995. T^hk 
monarch being an Arab assumed the title Sherif 
Mecca, but in this inscription he is designated 
“ HasaH,’’ or Persian from the place of his nativity. 

The interior of the mosque is 16i feet square. The 
four walls, as they ascend, give place to the eight walls 
of an octagon. At each comer are quarter domes 
i or arches, and the dome rises from the pendentives. 
As usual there are three mihrahs or arched recesses. 
The centre one is formed of dark basaltic stones 
beautifully carved and ornamented with arabesque 
work. The two side ones are of brick, boldly cut 
and gracefully arranged. The bricks in the arch- 
ways have been ground and smoothed by maTm al 
labour. The pillars at the doorways are sand-stone, 
evidently the plunder of some Hindu shrine. Until 
thirty-four years ago this mosque was used for 
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Under the custody of ESm 
Chandra Poddar, Guru Chan- 
dra Poddar, and others of 
Fannam, who are well-to-do 
men and could easily keep 
the bridge in good order if 
so inclined. At present 
they are doing nothi^ for 
the protection or preservation 
of the bridge. The Collector 
hopes to get it taken over by 
the District Board as well as 
the smaller bridge. 


The extremities of the paved 
roadway of the bridge about 22 ! 
feet on each side have sunk a 
little, but this settlement took 
place long ago, and there seems 
to be no danger that it will go 
farther. Some trees have grown 
into the face of the bridge which 
should be rooted out. The 
bridge, has been much affected 
by the action of saltpetre, and 
requires repairs. New brick- 
work is needed in places, and 
soorkee plaster and pointing 
are also required.^ The cost of 
repairs will be about Bs. 410. 


It is used by local worshippers 
who have abandoned the old 
one, and it is maintained by 
the Muhammadan inhabitants 
of the locality. 


In good preservation 


This mosque is built of red 
brick. Its exterior was former- 
ly ornamented by finely carved 
bricks in imitation of flowers, 
but neglect, and the lapse of 
centuries have left few unin- 
jured. 



e 
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Pathorghata, tha- Mosque 
na Srinagar. Unwar. 


History or tradition regarding the monument. 



worship. The makhadin or servant having^died, 
no care was taken of the building. The dome 
threatened to fall in, so the worshippers migrated 
to the modem mosqne. 

The Masjid was built in Hijil 207 years 

ago, by one TJnwar, a courtier of Emperor 
Alumgir Shah (Auiangzeb), audbeaisan inscription 
in front. It is 34^ X 20^ outside measurement, has 
one oentcal dome and a smaller one <m aide. 


Bdjbari, thinfi Math (tower) It is situated about 2 miles to the souiEh-west of the 
Munshiganj. Efijbiri outpost. ^ Itisamonumentaltower of brick 

masonry built, it is said, oyer the funeoralpyr^of 
the mother of Ghimd Bayya and Xed£r Bayya who 
were about 300 years ago some independent princes 
of the locality. It is known as the B^jb&ci math» 
It measures 80 feet square at base and about 80 feet 
in hei^t and has a small room within it. Q3ie 
dimensions of the math are large and its proportions 
elegant. It stands up as a conspicuous landmark 
visible for many miles across the Qangeson the south 
and the Megn4 on the north. The passenger 
steamers passing up and down the Ganges between 
Dacca and Goalundo have this m^h in sight 
for 4 or 5 hours, with an interval in the middle, as ' 
they pass it first going down the Ganges, and after- I 
wards again after rounding the point at the June- ! 
\ tion of the rivers, as they get up the Megni. I 

Bampal, th4n4 | Baba Adam’s The tomb is a common plastered brick sarcophagus, 
tomb and mos- standing on a platform 25 feet square. 

mosque is the only old building in B^mpfiL Its 
outside measurements are 49 feet long by 38 feet 
wide and the inside measures 33' x 22'. | 

There is a tradition that the Burmese during their 
invasion took away the large pieces of stone from 
the comers of the walls, the jambs of the doors 
and the springing points of the domes. There 
is a stone inscription on the front of the build- 
ing in a character no one in the neighbourhood 
con decipher. Tradition gives the date of erection 
^ as A. H. 888 or 424 years ago. 

Mirkadim, th&xih The BalMli This is a strong structure of masoidy and stands xxpon 
Munshiganj. bridge. the Mirkadim khdl* It is said to have been built 

lUja BaUM Sen before the conquest cf Bengal 


Bampal, th4n4 
Munshiganj. 


Baba Adam’s 
tomb and mos- 
que. 






DISTRICT— cofl/miKrf. 
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Bemabks. 

6 

7 

' 8 

9 

It is now tmder the charge of 
a Mollah or piest by name 
Jikan£han) who liyes nearthe 
mosque and enjoys an annual 
rent of Bs. 12-2 and the pro- 
duct of two pieces of rent-free 
pirottar land. It is used for 
daily prayer, and the above 
income goes to meet the ex- 
penses of lighting and mats, 
&o., that are used during the 
prayers. 

It is in a good state of preserva- 
tion and is said to have been 
repaired to some extent about 
20 years ago by one of the 
inhabitants of the locality who 
is now in indigent circum- 
stances. The late repairs have 
greatly improved the mosque, 
but some plants need rooting 
out, and some doors and repairs 
to floor are required. The cost 
of the repairs will come to about 
Bs. 250. Nawab Ashannullah 
B^hddor has supplied the 
amount, and the District Engi- 
neer is having the work done. 



It is not a place of worship and 
not in the custody of any 
particular person or used for 
any particular object. 

It is neglected and much dila- 
pidated. Large trees have 
grown in the masonry, and some 
of them have home fruit. Salt- 
petre has also eaten away the 
plaster. It is only the strength 
of the masonry which has kept 
the Mot still standing. It 
has been estimated that the 
cotton trees can be eradicated 
and the pointing renewed for 
Es. 700, towards which the 
Collector has raised Es. 50o. 
The District Engineer will see 
the work done. 

ia 

1 


The mosque is in charge of 
Ainuddin Elhan^ar, Mi^am- 
mad Faizuddin KhandOkar, and 
Mafizuddin Dewan, who live 
near the mosque and enjoy 
the produce of about lObighas 
of rent-free land for its main- 
tenance* It is still used for 
worship and is much revered 
as a sacred place in the 
neighbourhood. 

i 

It 18 in a very dilapidated state. 
It has two fifone pillars ia the 
centre, which with the surround- 
ing walls support a roof with six 
domes. Three of these domes 
have Edmest entirely fallen in, 
i another is severely shattered, 
and the two last are intact. 
The whole of the building is 
overgrown with large trees, the 
roots of which have penetrated 
deep into the masonry, and the 
building cannot be repaired. 

i 

iii 

See pages 132 to 135 of Vol. 
XV of the Archmological Sur- 
vey Eeports. 

It is still used by pedestrians 
who cross the bridge over the 
xuorow top of the wing walls. 

The two south wings have fallen 
down, and the cut-waters are 
cracked. The whole structure 

iii 
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ae 

i 

Dacca 

1 

, 

T^ltoUah, thind 
Srinagar. 

Bridge 

by the Mobanunad^ns. If this is oorre^ it is 
about 800 years old. It oonmsts of a centre Gothic 
arch 14 feet spsn and 28 feet in heislit ahoTe tTin 
bed of the khal, irith two side arwes of 7 feet 8 
inohes'span each, and 17 feet high. It is a fine 
bridge. 

The piers are 6 feet thick. The wii^ are strai^t 
hac^ and the whole length of the bridge is 173 feet 
The abutments, piers, and arches, and the two 
north wings are entire. 

T^ bridge is also said to have been built by Eitt 
BaUdl Sen. It is over the TaltoUah khffl. The 
capital of the Hindu B^jis was at Edmpal about 
two ^es to the east of Hunshigan j. Both this and 
the Mirkadim bridge stand in a direct line west- 
ward from the capital, over two parallel khfils, and it 
18 said that they stood on a lino of road mnning 
from the capital westward to the bank of the PAdmi 
consisted of three arches of masonry, of 
which 2 were of feet opening each and the other 

of 30 feet. ^ The larger arch was blown up by gun- 
powder during the first years of the En^h role, 
^ as to secure direct communication between 
Calcutta and Dacca, for large boats for the oon- 
veyauce of troops, &c., to the Eastern frontier 
tor the Burmese wars. 


(2) MYMENSINGH 


37 


Mymensingh 


Goiyaripa near 
ISlierpiir, in 
Jamalpur sub- 
division. 


Fort ruins 


An old fort built of mud. It has no architectural 
pretensions, but is of considerable size. It was 
built not less than 350 years, (and probably about 
500 years) ago as an outpost, it is said, to check the 
incursions of the hill tribes. It is encompassed 
by three walls ^vid^ by two ditches, one between 
the outer and middle and the other between the 
middle and inner walls. There are four gates on 
the four sides of the fort. The east gate is called 
Koomdoodri; the west gate is called Panidocdri; 
the south gate Sydm Shakar^doodHj and the north 
gate Khirkidooari^ Two pieces of stone are lying near 
the Pankioodii^ and they are supposed to be a part of 
a door. A tombstone of Amir Hushen 8h£h still 
stm(k mihm the fort. A big stone with an ins- 
cription in Arabic characters, which was placed on 
the tomb, was taken to the Asiatic Society, Calcutta 
in 1871. There is a boat-shaped island between 
the southern and western interior ditches called by 
some '' Kosha and by others Dingd.” There are 
several ponds within the fort, of which the Mati 
Miab Talao is well known. It is said that a 
powerful hillman lived in this place who would 
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conservation. 

Classifi- 

cation. 

Hemakks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

The feat, however, is very 
dangerous. 

is overgrown with large trees 
which have taken root in the 
masonry. The brid^ ne^s 
thorough repairs, which will 
cost about 8,000 rupees. With 
such repairs the structure would 
be worth about 50,000 rupees, 
and the Collector thinks the 
work should be undertaken by 
the District Board. 

! 



It is still used by people of the 
neighbourhood, who walk with 
extreme dan^r over the 
shattered arohes and a light 
and narrow wooden footpath 
thrown across the demoli^ed 
arch. 

The gunpowder has totally 
destroyed the larger arch, and 
has so much shattered the other 
two arohes and the piers that 
the restoration of the bridge is 
hopeless. 

iii 

I 


DISTEIOr. 


No custodian ... » 

In a ruinous state, and there is 

iii 



nothing about it worth preserv- 




mg. 


- 




1 

1 















(2) HYHENSINGH 


No. 

Difitriot. 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

Histoty or tradition regarding the monument. 

1 

2 

i 

1 ^ 

4 

6 

38 

1 

Mymensingh 

I 

1 

1 

j 

j 

Keshoregange ... 

i 

1 

1 

Temple of 

Lakshi N4r^- 
yan. 

Oppress travellers, and one Hnmann Sha AmTr 
killed him and built a fort here. Other say that 
Humaun Sha Amir, who was a nephew of the 
Emperor of Delhi, took refuge here from fear of 
the Emperor. During the quarrel between the 
of Eiuch Bih&r and Patkoor the Govemor 
of Bmigal, M&nsingha, put up h^ for ashorttune. 
The following is a copy of the translation made 
the late Professor Blochmann of the stone insctip- 
tion in the possession of the Asiatic Sodety : — 

*^In the name of God, the meroifol, the dement ! 
There is no God hut Allah. Mahomed is Allah’s 
prophet * • ' * There is no God but 

Allah * Mahomed is Allah’s prophet * * 

0 God, bless Mahomed, the elected, and ATi, the 
chosen, and Fatimah the pure, and Hasan * 

* and TTuRRftiTi * * built * * 

the King of the age and the period Saifoldunaja 
Waddin Abdul Muzaflar Firoz Sbah, the King-^ 
May God peorpetuate his kingdom and his rule ! 
This (vault) was completed in the blessed * * 

Bamjan 8 * V* 

The slab of this inscription was in the Museum of the 
Asiatic Society, Gsdcutta having been sent down by 
Babu Har& Chandra Ghaudhuri. of Sherpur. It is 
of granite and measures 4 feet by 2 feet, but the 
letters are very indistinct, and many are hopeless^ 
ly broken away. The inscription seems to have 
bdonged to a vault. In eadh corner of the slab is 
a square, containing tbe name of one of the first 
khalifas ; the two squares on the left and those on 
tbe right are joined by vertical lines, but the letters 
between each set of squares are illegible. The dab 
was entire, but an elephant put his foot on it, and 
the right side of the stone broke in two. The in- 
scription itself consists of only four lines. 

This shows that the vault to which this inscription 
belonged was constructed in the reign of the Em- 
peror Firoz Shah, who ruled from 1351 to 1388. 
This monarch is said to have been celebrated for 
his public works, and this fort was probably one 
of those works. 

This temple consisting of 21 pinnacled structures, 
together with other adjoining buildings, viz. (1) 
the Jaltungi (summer house), (2) the Bdsb&ri, (3) 
the Durga mandir, (4) the Sib Mandir, and other 
smaller structures was erected about 150 year ago 
and are all dedicated to the god Lakshml N&rayan. 
They are known by the common name of Deb 
Mandir. Four tanks were also dug. One of these 
was a large piece of water, 265 yards in length by 
142 yards in breadth. It is situated on the east m 
the temple of Lakshmi-Narayan. The Jaltungi or 
three-storied building rises from the bed of the 
tank in question. The temple of Lakshmi N^rdyan 
and its adjoining buildings cover an area of 9,216 
square feet. There are two inscriptions in SanArit 
in the big temple, a considerable height from the 
base. Some of the letters are obliteriied. 







DISTBIOT — concluded. 


( 29 ) 


OuBtody or preset use. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Classifi- 

cation. 

Kskakks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 



A 


i 

1 

1 

1 

i 

T 

In the oostody of Babns Lalit 
BiMri Boy and BimKnm^r 
Dfis. 

Two of the buildinga are in 
ruins. 

1 

nb 

1 

1 

1 








( 30 ) 


(3) FABIDF17B 



District. 

i 

Locality. 

Name of 
monument. 

Bjstoiy or tradition regarding the monument. 

2 

3 

4 

5 


39 Faridpur 


Ehab^shpur, tli4- 
n& Faridptir. 


Mosque ••• Built by the CTeat-grandfather (A cue Meherfli 
Khuadokar of Kh&b&hpur, wlio ‘wasknown asa&kir 
or d^e^ amongst the people of his time. 


40 Ditto 


41 Ditto 


I Mekchimi, ih&nk 
fialiakondi. 


Batkamari, th£ii£ 
Maksudpor. 


Temple of Built about 200 years agol^ one Ajodhy&r4m Ben of 
Baug^ Go- the Baidya caste and dedicated to the family deity 
pal. Bangsa Gop&lji. 

A 

Temple ... Built about 100 years ago by one Subodha Boy, 
fomfather of JejneSvar S4h4 of BatkamarL He 
intended to set up a Hindu idol named STiva in the 
temple, but did not suooeed in doing so. 


42 Ditto ... Chucha, Dolmahoha BuUt about 70 or SOyears ago by one FadmaLoehan 

Maksudpur. temple. Datta of Chuoha for performing the Dolj&tra. It 

is known as Dolmohcl^ 


43 I Ditto 


44 Ditto 


45 Ditto 


46 Ditto 


47 Ditto 


Fathrail, th^n£ Mosque of 
Bhahga. Abda Ehan- 

dakar. 

Azampur, thfin^ Mosque of 
Fangsa. Nasir Shoik. 


MathuT£puT,than^ Temple 
Belgaohi. 


Dhob4d4nga, Temples of 
th^na Bhusbana. Madan Mohan 
and Kessab. 


Nali^ Jdm^lpore, 
thina Balid - 1 
kdndi. 


Mosque of Built about more than 200 years ago by one Abda 
Abda Khan- Khandakar of FathraQ f or the purposes of namaz 
dakar. or prayer. 

Mosque of Said to have been built some 200 years ago by one 
Nasir Shaik. Nadr Shaik, a kotwal in the service of B4j& B4m- 
jiben Boy of Nator, when tho pargan^ Belgfidhi 
was included in the zamindaii of the B4ja. 

Temple ... Said to have been built about 200 years ago by one 
Sahgram Shah of the Baidya family for dedication 
to some deity, but as one of the masons employed 
in its construotion accidentally fell down from the 
steeple and died, it was abandoned. 

Temples of Built about 300 years ago by one Durlabh Chandra 
Madan Mohan Shaba of Dhobdddngd. Two Hindu idols, one 
and Kessab. named Madan Mohan ^akur and the other thakur 
Kessab, were worshipped in these two temples. At 
the time of theDoljdtra and theBasjatrd, two Hindu 
festivals, many people used to gather at the place, 
and the ceremonies were performed with great dclat 

Temple of Built about 100 years ago by one Krish^ B4m 
Jaya Durg^. Ghakravarti of Nalid and dedicated to the goddess 
JTayaDurg^. 


48 I Backergunge Bibi Ghini, out- Bibi Ghiui’s 
I post Ni^mati. Mosque. 


(4) BAOKEBGIJNGE 




old mosque raised on an artifidal monnd of oonad> 
erable size and height. It is said to have been 
bnilt by Bibi Cbini, sister of Niyamatnllah, who 
founded Kiamati, and is evidently a relic of the 
time when the Muhammadans first settled in the 
district. It remained hidden in the jungle for 
centuries and was disoovered at the time when the 
Sondaxbans were onltivated. 













( 31 ) 



Custody or present use. 


Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 


Classifi* 

cation. 



In charge of Meherali Ehun- In a dilapidated state. Is not 
dakar of Kh^bashpur and not much taken care of. Bequires 
used for any purpose. repairs. 


The present owner is Basanta Overgrown with trees. Cost of 
Eumar Sen. The temple has repairs beyond the means of 
now been abandoned. the present owner. 

In charge of Jfijnesvar Saha, Plants have grown over the top 
but not used for any purpose. of the temple. Requires repairs 

and whitewashing. 


In charge of Nirmala Sundari, Has been broken in places and is 
daughter of Raj Kumar Datta overgrown with jungle. Re- 
ef Chuoha. Not used for any pairs required, 
purpose. 

In charge of Abdul Rezxaque, 
son of Khandakar Neyazud- 
din, but not us^ at present. 

The present owners are the In a bad state of repairs and over- 
zamindars of Belgachi, Maulavi grown with trees. The present 

Faiz Bux Chowdhury and owners are well able to under- 

others. take the necessary repairs. 


The present owner is Surya- 
kum^ Liahiri of Korokdi. 


In a ruined state overgrown with 
trees. The steeple has come 
down. The present owner is 
•well able to pay for substantial 
repairs. » 


In charge of MathurS Nath Both temples are broken in 
Saha and Dino Nath Saha places and are surrounded by 

of Dhob4danga. The idols jungle. Require repairs, 

have now been removed from 
these temfles and they are not 
used for any purpose. 


The present owners are S^a^i In a ruined state and the owners 
Bhdghan Chakravarti and are not able to make the neces- 
others of Nalia. sary repairs. 




Is situated in the zamindari of Ruined 
Bahu Lala Rajendra Kumar 
Singh Chaudhari, of Bakshi 
Bazar, Dacca, and is in his 
khas possession. Is not used 
in any way now. 












(4) BACKEBGTJNaE 


( 32 ), 


No. 

District. 

Localitj. 

Name of 
moaument. 

Bjstoiy or tradition regarding the montunent. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

49 

1 

Backergmige 

Koshba, thana 
Gout nadL 

Mosque of 
Sabi Khao. 

Boilt hj the maa known as Sabi EMn. It is con- 
siderably sapeiior in architeotoral 'merit to Bibi 
Ghini’s mosque. Its roof is supported by four 
stone pillars, whioh must have b^n brought from 
a great distsmoe. 

There is a curious belief in the locality that of the 
four stone pillars whioh support &e dome^ one 
gradually decays and is reduced in size. A^r a 
few months the pillar agam gradually reaches its 
original dimensions while another pOlar decays. 
This process goes on in the four pillars. To test 
this legend the District Engineer, according to the 
GoUector^s instmctions, has taken dimensfons of the 
pillars as he found them on the 11th April 1895. 
These dimensions will be checked on his next visit. 












DISTBIGT — etmcluded. 
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« 


Custody or present xise. 

Present state of preservation 
and suggestions for 
conservation. 

Glassifi- 

cation. 

Eemabks. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Is in the custody of Kazi Go- 
I4m Mastaf^, alioi Madh 
KiaL 

Buinous 

1 

i 

ii5 

! 1 

: 

1 
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DACCA DIVISION. 


Geographical Index to Ancient Monuments. 


Disteict. 

Village. 

Description of monument. 

Page. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Backergunge 

Bibi Chini 

Bibi Chini*s Mosque 

30 


Koshba 

of Sabi Khan 

32 

Dacca 

Amiiipiir 

Besidence 

22 


Dacca 

Pagla hAdge 

10 



Tungi do. 

10 



llie great katra (Carava««6rai) 

4 



The small do. (Caravanserai) 

4 



The (market-place) 

4 



Armenian Church of the Holy Eesurrection 

6 



The Lalbagh /or# 

2 



Idgah of Mir Abdul Xassim 

4 



Bibi Peri's mausoleum 

2 



Mosque and tomb of Haji Kahjeh Shahabag 

4 & 6 



The Sat Gomal mosque ... 

10 



Husseni Dalan 

2 



Temple of Dhakesyari 

4 



Do. of Jayakali 

6 



Do. of S'iva 

6 



Tomb of Colombo Saheb ... 

8 



Tombs of Kawabs Nasarat-jang, Samsadwala, 

2 



Kamaradawala, Gaziuddin Byder. 




of Shah Ali Saheb ... 

10 



Do. in Shahbag Park ... 

4 


Goaldi 

Abdul Hamid's Mosque ... 

22 



Mosque 

22 


Habibpnr 

Tomb of Pagla S^eb 

20 


Hajigafi] 

Fori 

12 


Magnrapara 

Damdama Fort 

16 



Mohamed Yasuf’s mosque 

18 



Yasuffgahj Mosque ... ... ... i 

20 



Tomb of Munna Shah Darvesh ... ... 

16 



,, Shah Abdul ila ... ... , 

18 



,, Sheik Mohamed Yasuf ... ... i 

1 10 


Mirkadim 

Vallali Bridge 

24 


Munshigafij 

Fort ... ... ... ... i 

1 12 


Naliganj 

Kadam Easuh and Mosque ... ... 

! 12 


Pannam 

Dulalpur BAdge 

! 22 


Pathorghapi 

Mosque ... ... ••• 

24 


Eajbari 

Math (tower) 

24 


Bampal 

Baba Adam’s tomb and mosque 1 

24 


Sadipur 

Garibulla’s Mosque 

20 


Soiiakbanda 

Fort mins ... ... - 

12 


Soiiargaon 

Tombs of five pirs (saints) ... | 

14 



of Ghyasuddin Azam Shah ... ... ' 

14 


Taltollah 

' Bridge 

26 

Faridpur 

Azampur ... 

! Mosque of jN^asir Shark ... ... ... 1 

30 


Batkamari 

Temple ... 

30 


Chucha 

Doimaucha temple ... ... , 

30 


Dbobadafiga 

Temples oi Kesab 

30 



Do. of Madan Mohan ... ... ^ 

30 


Bdiabaslipur 

1 Mosque . ... ... ... I 

30 


Mathura pur 

! Temple ... ... ... ... ' 

30 


Mekchami 

1 Do. of Pangsa Gopal ... ... ... I 

30 


^falia Jamalpur 

Do. of Jaya Durga 

30 


Pathrail 

Mosque of Abda Xhandakar 

30 

Mymensingh 

Goiyaripa 

Fort ruins ... ... ... ... [ 

26 


Keshoregunge 

Temple of Lakshi iXarayan ... ... | 

28 
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DACCA DIVISION. 


Index of Ancient Monuments hy classes. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

Classification of BuiLDiKa. 

District. 

VOlage. 

Page. 

Bridges 

Dulalpur 

Dacca ... 

Pannam 

22 


Pagla 

Do. ... 

Dacca 

10 


Taltoilah 

Do. ... 

Taltoila 

26 


Tungi 

Do. ... 

Dacca 

10 


Vallali 

Do; 

Mirkadim ... 

24 

Chak (market- 


Do. ... 

Dacca 

4 

-place). 





Churches 

Armenian Church of the Holy 

Do. ... 

Do. 

6 


Besurrection. 




Forts 

Damdama 

Do. ... 

Ma^hrapara... 

16 



Do. ... 

Hajiganj 

12 


Kadam Basul 

Do. ... 

Naligani 

J2 


Lalbagh 

Do. ... 

Ditto 

2 



Mymensingh 

G^iyaripa 

26 



Dacca ... 

Munshiganj 

12 



Do. ... 

Sonakhanda 

12 

Idgah 

Mir Abdul Kassim’s 

Do. ... 

Dacca 

4 

Katras (caravaii- 

Mir Abdul Kassim’s (great) ... 

Do. ... 

Do. 

4 

serais). 






Nawab Shaista Xhan’s 

Do. ... 

Do. 

4 


(small). 




Mansoletmi 

Bibi Peri’s 

Do. ... 

Do. 

2 

Mosques 

Abda Khandakar’s 

Farid pur 

Path rail 

3o 


Abdul Hamid’s ... 

Dacca ... 

Goaldi 

22 


Baba Adam’s 

Do. ... 

Bampal 

24 


Bibi Child’s 

Backergunge 

Bibi Chini ... 

30 


Garibulla’s 

Dacca ... 

Sadi pur 

20 



Do. ... 

Goaldi 

22 


Haji Khajeh Shat^bag’s 

Do. ... 

Dacca 

4 


Badam Basul 

Do. ... 

Naligan] ... t.. 

12 



Faridpur 

Bhabashpur 

30 


Mohamed Yasuf’s 

Dacca ... 

Maghrapara 

18 


Nasir Shaik’s 

Faridpur 

Azampur 

30 


Sabi Eban’s 

Backergunge 

Boshba 

32 


Sat Gomal ... •*. 

Dacca ... 

, Dacca ... ... ; 

10 


Unwar’s 

Do. ... 

Pathaoghata ... | 

24 


Yasuffganj 

Do. ... 

Maghrapara ... ^ 

20 

Palace 

Husseni Dalan’s ... 

Do. ... 

Dacca ... ... ! 

! 2 

Besidence 


Do. ... 

Aminpur ... ... 

22 

Temples 

; Bangsa Gopal 

Faridpur 

Mekchami ... ... 

3o 



Ditto 

Batkamari 

1 3o 


Dhake^ari 

Dacca ... 

Dacca ... ... 



Dolmahcha 

Faridpur 

Chucha ... ... ' 

1 3o 


Jayakali 

Dacca ... 

Dacca 

I 6 


1 Jaya Durga 

Faridpur ... , 

Nalia Jamalpur 

1 3o 


Bessab 

Ditto ... 

Dhobadanga ... 

1 3o 


Lakshi Narayan ... 

Beshoregaunge 

Mymensingh 

! 28 


Madan Mohan 

Ditto 

Dhobadanga 

! 30 



Ditto ... ! 

Mathurapur 

1 30 


Siva 

Dacca ... 

Dacca 

1 6 

Tombs 

Baba Adam’s 

Do. ... 

Bampal 

S 24 


Colombo Saheb’s... 

Do, ... 

Dacca 

i 8 



Do. ... 

Do, 

4 


i Five Pirs* 

Do 

Sonargaon ... 

14 


Ghyasuddin Azam Shah 

Do. ... 

Ditto 

14 


Haji Bhajeh Shahabag’s 

Do. ... 

Dacca ... 

6 


Munna Shah Darvesh’s ... 

Do. ... 

Maghrapara 

16 


Nawab Gaziuddin Hyder’s ... ! 

Do. 

Dacca 

2 


Nawab Bamarada walk’s 

Do. ... 

Do. 

2 


Nawab Nasaratjang’s 

Do. ... 

Do. 

2 


1 Nawab Samsadwala’s 

Do. ... 

Do. 

2 


Pagl4 Saheb’s 

Do. ... “ 

Habibpur ... 

1 20 


Shah Abdul Ala’s 

Do. ... 

Maghrapara... 

18 


Shah ALL Saheb’s... 

Do. ... 

Dacca 

10 


Shaik Mohamed Yasuf’s 

Do. ... 

Maghrapara... 

16 

Tower (math) 


Do, ... 

Bajbari 

24 
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